Exemplar 1

Maintaining Cultural Identity in Three Day Road
Maintaining one’s culture can affect people in a positive way. The novel Three Day Road can be viewed as an explicit indicator as to the importance of sustaining one’s cultural identity, and the consequences that are associated with its absence. Joseph Boyden provides a striking setting by implementing the hegemony of the wemistikoshiw people over Aboriginals in WWI. The novel shows that by keeping your cultural identity, you can overcome difficult obstacles and avoid conformity. It is clearly shown that by preserving one’s cultural identity one can avoid spiritual death and form a stronger bond with the people around them. The importance of preserving one’s culture is portrayed through the experiences of Xavier, Elijah’s inability to demonstrate empathy and Niska’s gift to connect with Gitchi Manitous. 

Exemplar 2

Storytelling in Three Day Road

The primary function of storytelling is to provide comfort and relief to an individual. In the novel Three Day Road, by Joseph Boyden, it is evident that storytelling helps keep one’s culture alive. As readers progress through the book they are able to see the effect that storytelling has on the three main characters of Xavier, Elijah and Niska. Each character reacts differently to the healing power of stories. Xavier enjoys listening to Niska’s stories as this brings him comfort and closer to his Native culture. Niska feels relief when sharing her stories with Xavier as she believes that she can heal Xavier with her tales. Elijah, on the other hand, needs to tell Xavier his stories as a way to relieve the pain and guilt he feels. 
Exemplar 3
Moral Inflexibility and Survival in Three Day Road
Those who are morally inflexible ensure their survival and are better able to maintain their identity. When one is unsure or questions their true identity they are easily influenced by those around them and may lose themselves in order to become something that they are not. When one is insecure about themselves or feels alienated or left out, they may do things that they would not normally have done. In the novel Three Day Road, by Joseph Boyden, we see Elijah struggle with his true self and begin to assimilate with those around him because of his uncertainty about who he is. By adopting the soldier’s way of life, he begins to lose sight of his identity and his culture. He is in a vulnerable position and readily accepts the wemistikoshiw culture, he no longer follows the Cree moral code and he does things that he would not normally have done.

Exemplar 4

Morality and Survival in Three Day Road 

The war always negatively impacts an individual. When a person goes to war they do not come back the same. They return ruined. They see men die right in front of them. They get the blood of fallen soldiers on their hands. They come back having witnessed horrifying things that no person should ever see. The worst part is that all this pain and suffering was done in order to survive. An individual is given a weapon and is told to use it if they want to see the sun rise tomorrow. No matter what their beliefs are about life or death, they are forced to kill. These disturbing truths are illustrated in the novel Three Day Road by Joseph Boyden. War forces individuals to forego their religion and morality in order to survive. This is demonstrated through the characters of Breech, Grey Eyes, and Elijah.
Exemplar 5

Cultural Identity in Three Day Road
Aboriginal people in Canada have struggled to maintain their cultural identity since colonization. Niska, Xavier, and Elijah’s reactions to events in Joseph Boyden’s novel Three Day Road demonstrate that people are stronger when they can maintain their cultural identity. Niska’s decision to live as a Cree and remain separated from European culture helps her to become a leader. By reconnecting with his Cree heritage, Xavier overcomes his addiction. In addition, Elijah loses his cultural identity and humanity and dies as a result. 
